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Research interests:

My research interests concern three fields: anthropology of religion, so called
performance studies and representation of the past in modern culture. Using
interdisciplinary tools of ethnology, theatre studies, religious studies and history I
concentrate in my studies on the analysis of phenomena generally defined as cultural
performances. My first research project which resulted from this adopted interpretative
perspective was related to Mexico and its danzas accompanying the religious feasts,
also with the 16th c. evangelizing theatre in New Spain. In the following project I
concentrated the research on Passion Plays in Poland – primarily on the relations of
performativity and religious experience. In the interpretation of those issues I
combined the category of the anthropology of experience with the performance
concept, which allowed me to demonstrate the importance of practice and of sensual
contact with sacrosanctity in a religious experience. Continuing the theoretical input
into the development of those two branches of Humanities I began research on
historical reconstruction in Poland. I situated it in the stream of reflection lead by
historians on representation of history, which allowed me to examine not only the
process of experiencing the past, but also the subject of this experience, meaning the
construction of the vision of the past by its reproducers. My studies on reconstruction
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are not limited exclusively to the analyses of cultural performances, but deal also with
issues of identity, nationalism, ideology and the practice of authenticity.
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